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Course Description:
In this course advanced ESL students will practice academic reading skills.  Students generally take for more than one term in order to satisfy all requirements.

Course Objectives:
This class will:

1.  give students ongoing practice with developing reading skills;

2.  teach vocabulary development skills.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

Reading Skills

· Preview a variety of texts, including online articles, magazine articles and academic texts.

· Activate schema by expressing related ideas and relevant background knowledge.
· Utilize visual features to aid with understanding the meaning of a text.

· Identify the main ideas in selected sections of text.

· Distinguish between main and supporting ideas.
· Answer comprehension questions correctly.

· Distinguish between fact and opinion.

· Make inferences.

· Express an opinion about a reading.

· Identify a writer’s audience and purpose.

· Synthesize materials from different sources.

· Guess the meanings of words using context clues and knowledge of word parts.

· Determine the meaning of vocabulary by applying knowledge of grammatical forms.

· Increase fluency.

Decision Making Skills

· use appropriate and effective reading strategies for specified reading tasks;

Interpersonal Skills

· interact with others to share ideas, responses, and information;

· work cooperatively in pairs or small groups;

· assist others who may be having difficulty comprehending or performing a task;

· provide positive feedback to others after the completion of a task.
Lifelong Learning Skills

· read critically and increasingly reflect on the content, style, and personal relevance of texts with which they are confronted in their lives;

· use reading strategies that are the most effective for the great variety of reading required in daily life.
Length of Course:
33 lecture hours
Grading Method:
Pass / No pass

Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Upper Intermediate Reading or SPL 7 as determined by the BEST Plus and a score of ____ on the in-house Reading placement test.

Required Text:
Well Read 4, by Mindy Pasternak & Elisaveta Wrangell
MAJOR TOPIC OUTLINE

1) Reading


A. preview a reading


B. make predictions


C. read for main ideas



1. summarize main ideas



2. restate main ideas


D. distinguish between main and supporting ideas

E. read for details



1. skim


F. improve reading rate


G. utilize visual features


H. distinguish facts, opinions, and inferences


I.  synthesize information from a number of texts


J. relate a text to personal experiences and/or values


K  draw inferences


L. understand materials presented in graphic forms



1. tables



2. graphs and charts



3. timelines



4. diagrams


M. develop fluency through extended reading

2) Vocabulary


A. skip words and phrases when appropriate


B. understand vocabulary in context by recognizing grammatical structures


C. recognize synonyms


D. understand collocations 

E. recognize examples that help define words

